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fall down to 500 mm in the Bega'a, and to a minimum of
240 mm in the north-eastern corner of the country.

The applicalion of a parameter of moisture to Lebanon
showed the Western Highlands as perhumid and humid. The
coastal lowlands are subhumid, and so is the Bega’a. The
north-eastern section of the country is the only semi-arid
area in Lebanon.

A measure of temperateness of climate reveals an outs-
tanding result, and all of Lebanon is temperate according fo
that index. Temperateness of climate, however, is more in the
mid-altitudes of the Weslern Highlands than in the coaslal
area or in the interior.




In summer, the mountains have a temperate climate, but
the Beqa'a shows a continental frend. In general, it can be
stated that altitude is a more decisive faclor in relation 1o
temperalure than any other factor including the sea.

Turning to humidity, it is noled that the whole of Lebanon
has a high relative humidily all the year round. Regional
and seasonal differences show that the highest relative humi-
dity along the coast occurs during the summer months, as
a result of high temperature and more evaporation. The
highest relative humidity in the mountains is a winler feature
resulting from a great amoun! of water vapor in the air.

Precipitation falls in winter. Small amounis fall in spring
and autumn. Summer is a dry season. Amounts of precipila-
tion are in the form of snow or hail in the high altitudes.
Hail may fall on occasions in ihe lowlands as well. Precipita-
tion increases in the Weslern Highlands, and decreases
eastward. Reliabilily of rainfall is low, since [uctuations in
its amounts from year lo vear are very pronounced. Prici-
pilation occurs upon 1ihe arrival of low pressure systems
migraling from west to east along the Polar Froni. These
cyclones are sometimes sirong. They acquire humid air
masses from north and south. Upon convergence, the warm
air slides over the cold air along the warm fronl ; or, il is
cut and forced to rise upwards along the cold fronl. Bolh
aclions result in the falling of rain or snow. The rain ol lhe
warm [ront is light and drizzly, while thal of the cold front
is heavy,

Depressions reach Lebanon rvather frequently during Llhe
winler-half of the year. The rainy days amount to aboul 75
days a year in all parts of Lebanon.

Amounts of precipilation range belween 800 mm in the
coaslal area and 1300 mm in the Weslern Highlands bul they
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THE CLIMATE OF LEBANON BETWEEN
THE INFLUENCES OF THE SEA
AND THE MOUNTAINS

Lebanon is a small country with an area of about 10,400
square kilomelers. The country is localed on the east coast
of the Mediterranean Sea, belween latitudes 33° 10 and 34°
40 North. Thus, the whole north soulh exient of Lebanon
is only one and a half degrees of latitude. The climatic
importance of this location, however, is that Lebanon is
right on the main path of the mid-Latitude cyclones typical
of the Mediterranean Region during the winter-half of the
year.

A more important conlrol of the climate of Lebanon is
its relief. A longitudinal pallern of landforms characterizes
the relief of lhe country. Along the north south extent of
the sea coast is a narrow coastal plain of a changing width.
The coastal plain is hemmed easlward by the Western moun-
tains hub, with an upheaval of about 3000 meters above sea
level. Leaving the Western mountains, we reach the relatively
lowlands of lhe Bega'a which are bordered from the east by
the second and last mounlain - chain known as the anti-
Lebanon Chain or the Eastern Highlands.

Temperalures differ greatly in Lebanon from summer to
winler and from lowlands to mountains. Although the low-
lands lie along the coast, lhey have high temperatures during
the summer months. Winter temperatures are, however, warm
in the coaslal seclion. The mountains and Lhe interior
seclions, on the olher hand, have cool or even cold winters.
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